
  
 

         

Herrn Prof. Dr. Hendrik Lehnert 

Rektor 

Universität Salzburg 

 

          28 September, 2020 

 

Dear Rector Lehnert, 

 

I am writing to you as President of the Society for Classical Studies (SCS), the principal organization of 

classical scholars in North America, first to wish you well in these difficult times, but also to express our alarm at 

the possibility that the position held by Prof. Dorothea Weber, ordinarius in Latin and Editor-in-Chief of the 

distinguished series Corpus Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum Latinorum (CSEL), will not be replaced when she retires.  

This would in effect eliminate Latin as the subject of research and higher-level instruction at one of the major 

universities of Austria; impoverish the other Humanities disciplines as well as your excellent school of Theology, 

for all of which Latin is essential; diminish or eliminate teacher training in Latin; and imperil the future of CSEL, 

which for more than 150 years (1866) has produced the world’s definitive editions of Christian patristic authors in 

Latin.  We would be obliged to protest such outcomes. 

 I am only too keenly aware of the pressures that all universities are facing in these times of economic 

challenge, rapid change, and now pandemic.  SCS members work at educational institutions at every level, and we 

include among our number deans, provosts and presidents of colleges and universities.  We therefore recognize the 

difficult choices that face university leaders today.  Experience has also taught us, however, that what appear to be 

short-term solutions can often lead to long-term losses.  Latin is the foundational discipline of European culture, 

central to the Humanities, and long a great success at Salzburg, with fine students, robust enrollments, and 

outstanding scholarship generally and particularly in the areas of late and Christian antiquity, including neo-Latin 

drama.  As a rule, it proves both easier and sounder to retain such excellence than to try to rebuild it. 

 Finally, we ask you to consider the issue of reputational risk.  As the learned society for the discipline of 

Classics in North America, we work collaboratively with classical colleagues worldwide, and we are aware that 

Latin at Salzburg is a vital resource for our discipline as well as for humanistic and theological studies generally, 

and that it has come to serve as a unique resource for important categories of students and researchers past and (we 

hope) future. 

 And so we urge you to seek a solution that does not involve eliminating a position that has served students 

so well, that is an international resource, and that contributes to the University’s reputation for excellence. 

  

With best regards, 

 

 

 
Sheila Murnaghan, President, Society for Classical Studies 

Alfred Reginald Allen Memorial Professor of Greek 

University of Pennsylvania 

 

cc: Wolfgang Faber; Georg Lienbacher; Dorothea Weber 


