
Salzburg, October 2020 

 

Hendrik Lehnert greets the dear colleagues and friends of Classical Studies! 

 

These days, I have received many letters in which it was doubted with great concern 

whether the study and professorship of Latin at our university, that has been cultivated for 

so many years, will continue to exist in the future. I ask for your understanding that I cannot 

answer every single letter. That is why I now want to answer all of them at the same time 

using the language that is so dear to all of us.  

 

You know that our university must undergo major necessary reforms in these times. This 

means that the study of Classics, which flourishes in Salzburg through archaeology, ancient 

history and the classical languages of the Romans and Greeks, must also be reformed. The 

rectorate of our university has emphasised time and again that these studies will continue. 

But we, who take the foundation of science seriously, must, in exploring the Antiquities, 

increasingly devote ourselves to the studies (?), how these antiquities have progressed from 

the beginning of the world to our own times and how important they are in today’s time (?).1 

I have no doubt that we will succeed in this project.  

 

That being so, it is my wish that we continue to offer the study of classical languages, 

especially Latin, at our university, because famous colleagues are active in these subjects 

who are authorised to teach Latin. The rectorate supports these teachers of ancient 

languages in all matters, so that they can not only teach Latin, but also supervise the Corpus 

Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum Latinorum.  

 

To sum up: I clearly and distinctly say that the teaching and research of Classical Studies, 

which I consider to include Classical Languages, is secured at the PLUS in all ways imaginable. 

 

Do not hesitate to send me further letters if you are troubled by worry and fear. 

 

Be well,  

                                                 
1
 Due to the syntax and choice of words, the meaning of the sentence remains unclear to us; if our 

interpretation is correct, the Rector here only describes what is already happening at our institute anyway. 



 

Hendrik Lehnert,  

rector of the Paris Lodron University Salzburg 

 


